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	U N I T E D   S T A T E S   A I R   F O R C E



CHAPLAIN, LIEUTENANT COLONEL KERRY M. ABBOTT, USAF (Ret)
Chaplain, Lieutenant Colonel Kerry M. Abbott (“Father Kerry”) retired from the US Air Force (USAF) effective 1 Jan 11 after nearly 24 years of military service to God and the Nation.  [image: image1.png]


Chaplain Abbott most recently served as the Deputy, Catholic Chaplain Accessions, Headquarters Air Force Recruiting Service, Randolph AFB, TX.  Chaplain Abbott enlisted in the USAF in 1975; he separated in 1979 and continued his military service in the USAF Reserve.  
During graduate studies in Rome, he was commissioned a 1st Lieutenant on 27 Aug 92 and reentered active duty in Sep 93.  

Father Kerry was 1 of only 4 Franciscan friar-priests serving as an Air Force chaplain, and the only Conventual Franciscan friar.  There are currently approximately 67 Catholic priest-chaplains in the Air Force of the 120 the Air Force Chaplain Corps reports it needs to accomplish its mission.

Father Kerry has deployed to combat operations numerous times in Afghanistan, Iraq and other remote locations prior and subsequent to the September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States.  More often than not during these deployments Father Kerry has served in the field with combat infantry units of the US Army and US Marine Corps, as well as components of the US Air Force.
ASSIGNMENTS:
Mar 76-Oct 78 
Air Traffic Controller, RAF Mildenhall, UK

Oct 78-May 79 
Air Traffic Controller, March AFB, CA

Sep 92-Jun 93 
IMA Catholic Chaplain, San Vito AB and Aviano, AB IT

Sep 93-Jun 95 
Catholic Chaplain, Langley AFB, VA

Jul 95-Mar 97 
Senior Catholic Chaplain, Minot AFB, ND

Mar 97-Jul 97 
Catholic Chaplain, 59th Medical Wing, Wilford Hall USAF Medical Center, TX

Jul 97-Jun 98 
CPE Resident, 59th Medical Wing, Wilford Hall USAF Medical Center, TX

Jul 98-Jul 99 
Catholic Chaplain, 59th Medical Wing, Wilford Hall USAF Medical Center, TX

Jul 99-Jul 01 
Catholic Chaplain, Rhein-Main AB, GE

Jul 01-Jul 03 
Senior Pastoral Life Chaplain, Fairchild AFB, WA

Jul 03-Jun 04
AFIT, Gonzaga University, Spokane, WA

Jun 04-Jul 06
Chief, Cadet Chapel Ministries, US Air Force Academy, CO

Jul 06-Jul 08
Staff Chaplain, Chaplain Service Resource Board, Maxwell AFB, AL

Jul 08-Jun 09
Faculty, Chaplain Service Institute, Maxwell AFB, AL

Jun 09-Jan 11
Deputy, Catholic Chaplain Accessions, Randolph AFB, TX

EDUCATION / PROFESSION / ORDINATION:
1975
Bachelor of Arts in Business Management, The California State University

1987
Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy, The California State University

1989
Profession of Solemn Vows as a Franciscan Friar, Conventual Province or California
1990
Master in Divinity, Pontifical College of St. Bonaventure, Rome, Italy

1990
Ordained to the Roman Catholic Presbyterate

1991  
Licentiate in Canon and International Civil Law, Pontifical Lateran University, Rome, Italy

1998    Squadron Officers School, Maxwell AFB, AL
2004    Master of Arts in Spirituality (AFIT) Gonzaga University, Spokane, WA

2007
Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, AL
MAJOR MILITARY AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:
Defense Meritorious Service Medal

Meritorious Service Medal (three oak-leaf clusters)

Joint Service Commendation Medal (one oak-leaf cluster)

Air Force Commendation Medal (three oak-leaf clusters)

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (one oak-leaf cluster)

Air Force Organizational Excellence Award

National Defense Service Award (one device)

Afghanistan Campaign Medal (one device)

Iraq Campaign Medal (one device)

Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal

Global War on Terrorism Service Medal

Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon with Gold Border (two devices)

Air Force Longevity Service (three devices)

Air Force Training Ribbon

Air Force Air Traffic Control Badge
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

Capt     
16 Sep 93

Maj       
1 Oct 02

Lt Col

1 Jan 09
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